
Art Vocabulary Ladder  
Ensure that children understand all of previous year(s)’s vocabulary in addition to current age group’s vocabulary. 

In 
year… 

Design Drawing Painting/colour 
theory: 

Pattern/Print Collage Textiles 3D Technology 

Year 6  sources, 
composition 
of art  

 
 

 perspective  
 single focal 

point 
 horizon 

 

 balanced 
painting  

 receding 
colours 

 depth in 
perspective  

 

 Revise all 
vocabulary 
covered 

 Revise all 
vocabulary 
covered 

 grades of 
thread and 
needles. 

 Revise all 
vocabulary 
covered 

 Animation 

Year 5  

 

 preliminary 
studies, 

 
 learning 

journey 

 movement 
 perspective 
 shadows  
 reflection 
 scale 
 proportion 
 foreground 
 middle 

ground  
 background 
 Sustained 

piece.  
 Know the 

vocab 
surrounding 
different 
types of 
pencils.  

 

 Know the 
vocab 
surrounding 
different 
types of 
paints. 

 contrasting 
colours 

 positive 
print 
negative 
print. 

 Mixed media  stitching 
techniques. 

 sculptural 
form 

 carve 
 finishing 

effects e.g. 
glaze/polis
h 

 software 
 alter 
 adapt 
 enhance 

Year 4  mood 
board,  

 annotations
,  

 influences 
 process 

 

 atmosphere  
 Know the 

names of the 
different 
types of 
pencils  

 ink 

 Specific 
colour 
language e.g. 
tint, tone, 
shade, hue  

 Know types 
of paint e.g. 
gouache, 
acrylic, 
watercolour, 
ready mix, oil 

 

 continuous 
pattern 

 overlapping 
colour 
prints 

 montage  Cross stitch 
 back stitch 
 quilting 
 embroidery 
 applique 
 dying 

 malleable 
material 

 viewpoint 
 
 

Year 3  Gallery 
 Exhibition 
 Designer 
 sketch book  

 observation 
 shadow 
 depth 
 texture 
 stippling 

 blocking  
 warm and 

cold colours 
 complimenta

ry colours, 

 mono 
printing  

 relief 
printing 

 layered 
printing 

  transfer 

 Coiling  
 

 tessellation 

 running 
stitch 

 visual 
 tactile 

 recognisabl
e forms 

 Photograph
er 

 creative 
vision 

Year 2  Architect  
 Plan  

 

 dots 
 lines 
 hatching 
 cross 

hatching 
 tones 
 detail 
 outline 
 smudging 
 blending 
 scumbling 

 Colour wheel  
 Colour 

spectrums  
 dyes 
 effects 
 textured 

 

 clean 
printed 
image  

 Mimic print 
 Print 
 Press 
 Roll 
 Rub 
 Stamp 
 weaving 

 

 mixed media 
 Fold 
 Crumple 
 Tear 
 Overlap 
 Embellishmen

t 
 Detail 
 Smooth 
 rough 

 knotting 
 fraying 
 fringing 
 pulling  
 threads 
 twisting 
 plaiting 
 stitching 

 sculpture 
 mould 

 zoom 

Year 1  Artist  
 Idea  

 Line 
 Shape 
 sketch 

 Primary 
colours  

 Secondary 
colours 

 Colour mixing 
 darker  
 lighter 

 pattern  
 materials 
 repeating 

 Tear 
 Cut 
 textured 

 
 

 Texture 
 Fabric 
 Thread 
 weave 

 3D 
 Model 
 materials 

 Digital 
photograph  

 


